













are ne ares three more of the Natives | 
repre, who had been ordained Popifh Priefts. |, 
But fince I have. been informed, | that thefe French 2 
ifhops were not fufiered to live at Cachao.; neither 
may they at any time go thither without a Licence, 
from the Governour ; and fuch a Licence alfo 
mutt. be »procur’d by the Favour of fome Mandarin 
who lives at Cachao, for whom the Bifhop or other * 
Miffionary is to perform fome trivial Work or 
other. For the Miffioners living here are purpofe- 
ly {killed in mending Clocks, Watches, or fome - 
Mathematical Inftruments, of which the Country ‘ 
People are ignorant; and this gives them the op- 
mney of being often fent for to Cachao by the 
‘andarins : And when they are there, a {mall Job 
that would not require above 5 or 6 Hours to per+ 
form, they will be twice as many. days about, 
pretending great difficulty in the work ; -by which 
means they take their liberty privately to teach 
their Difciples that live there 5 and then alfo they 
enjoy themfelves with the Englifh and Dutch Mer- 
chants, to whom they are always welome. en. 
As to the Converts thefe People have made, J 
*have beep credibly informed that they are chiefly 
of the very poor People, and that in the fcarce 
times, their Alms of Rice have converted more | 
than their preaching : and as to thofe, alfo who 
have been converted, as they call it, that is to 
Beads and new Images, and belief in the Pope, they 
have fallen off again, as Rice grew plenuful,..and 
would no longer be -Chriftians than while the 
Priefts adminiftred Food to them. Yet J cannot 
think but-that thefe People, who have fuch Notions. 
ofa fupreme Deity, might by the induftrysand 
example of good Mea, be brought to‘embrace the 
Chriftan. Faith, _ But as; things ftand at. pre- 
fent, it. feems very improbable that Chriftianity _ 
thould, fructify there : For as the Ensift 20 
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Objtacles to Chriftianity among the Idolaters. 
Duich in thefe Parts of the World are too loofe 
Livers to gait) Reputation to their Religion, fo are 
the other Sivapiene I mean thé ‘Miffionary Priefts, 
éfpecially the Portuguz/, but very blind Teachers. 
But indeed -as thé Romanifts are the only Men who 
comipafs Sea and Land to gain Profelytes, fo they 
may feem to have one Advantage over Proteflant 
Minifters in thefe Idolatrous Countries, that the 
prefent them with fuch kind of Objects for Religh 
ows Worthip as they have been ufed to already : 
For the exchange is not great from Pagan Idols to 
Images of Saints, which may ferve altogether as 
well for the poor Souls they convert, who are ouid* 
ed only by Senfe. But then even here alfa, thefe 
People having been bred up in the Belief of the 
oodnefs of their own Gods or Heroes, they will 
ore hardly be brought over to change their own 
dols for new ones, without fome better Argu- 
ments to prove thefe to be more valuable, than the 
Miffionaries ordinaraily are able to afford them : 
And jf I inay freely fpeak my Opinion, I am apt 
to think, ‘that the grofs Idolatry of the Papifts is 


ons, and that there firft care fhould be to bring the 
People to be virtuous and confiderate, and their 
next, to give them a plain Hiftory and Scheiné Of 
the Fundamental Truths of Chriftianity, and fhew 
them how agreeable they are to natural Light, and 
how worthy of God. ° . Past 

But to return ro the French Prieft; ‘he at Jength 
afked me if any of our Exglifs Ships brought Pow- 
der to fell? I told him, T thought not’ Then*he 
afked me if I knew the Caitipoticion of Powder ? 
I anfwered that I had Receipts how to make either’ 
Cannon or fii@ Powder, and told him the manner 
of the Compofition. Said he, I have the fame’ 
$. eed from France, “and have tryed to make’ 
Powder, but could not; and therefore I think the 
Vor. Il. H fault 
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98 . Lhe A's making of Gunpowder. 

es ault is in our Coals. Then he afked me many 

eftions about the Coals, what were proper to be 

fed, ‘but that I.could not fatisfie him in. He de- 

fired me to try to make a Pound, and withal told 

me, that he had all the Ingredients, and an Engine 

to mix them. I was eafily perfwaded to try my 

Skill, which I had never yer tried, not knowing 

what 1 might be put to before I got to England ; 

and having drank a Glafs or two of Wine with him, 

I went to work ; and it fucceeded fo well, that I 

d him extremely, and fatisied my own de- 

fire of trying the Receipt, and the Reader fhall 

have the Hiftory of the Operation, if he pleafes. 

He brought me Sulphur and Salt-petre, and 1 

weighed a Portion of each of thefe, and of Coals 

T gathered up in the Hearth, and beat to Powder. 

While his Man mixed thefe in a little Engifigyss J 

made a fmall Sieve of Parchment, which ] pricked 

full of Holes, with a fmall Iron made hot, and this 

was to corn it. I had two large Coco-nuts to roul 

in the Sieve, and work it thro’ the Holes to corn it. 

When it was dry we proved it, and it anfwer’l our 

. Expectation. The Bverint I had out of Captain 

* Sturmey’s Magazin of Arts. 

The being fo fuccefsful in this put me afterwards 

on the renewing of Powder at Bencouli, when 

I was there Gunner of that Fort. There being 

then about 30 Barrels damnified, which was like 

mud, they took it out of the Cafk, and put it into 

vearthen Jars, that held about 8 Barrels a piece. 

Phefe they call Montaban Jars, from a Town of 

that name in Pegv, whence they are brought and 

carried all over Zndia. In thefe *twas intended to 

‘fend the Powder to Fort St. George, to be renewed 

‘ there : But I defired the Goveraour to let me 

firft try my fkill.on it, becaufe we had but 

live. Powder in the Fort, and might. have 
wanted. before any returns could be expect 

from — 
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The Ais departure from Hea, 9a 
> from hemi The -Salt-petres. was funk pe GR 
; bottom of ‘the Jarsy but I mixt. it and beat. it al. “W™% 
together, ‘and corned it with Sieves which b made 
of my own old Parchment Draughts... 1 made 
thus 8 Barrels full of very good Powder before I 
*went fromthence: The french Prieft told me in 
conclufion, that the Grandees: make -all their 
own Powder ; and fince I have been informed, 
that the Soldiers make Powder, as I have already 
faid. 
I fpent the rem inder of the Day in the Palace 
» with the Prieft. He told me that the Bifhop was 
not well, otherwife I fhould have feen him: And 
that becaufe it was a Fifh-day, I could not expect 
fuch Entertainment, as I might have had on a- 
nother Day.; yer he ordered a Fowl to be broiled 
for my Dinner, and I dined by my fclfi In the 
Evening he fent me out of the Palace, defiring to 
be excufed, chat he could not entertain me all 
Night : yet he ordered his Man to lodge me. in a 
_ Tonquinefe Chriftian Houle not far from thence. 
* The People were civil, but very poor, and my 
Lodging tuch as I had met with on the Road. I 
have fince been told, that the new Chriftians come 
to do their Devotion in the Palace at Night, and 
= that Reafon probably, I was fo foon dil- 
mi 
I was now again pretty well refrefhed, and might 
have gone to Cachao City a foot : but fearing my 
ftrength, I chofe to go by Water. Therefore I 
fent back my Guide: yet before he departed.back 
to our Ships, he bargained with a Tonguimefe Water- + 
man formy Paflige to Cachaa, 
Phe Tide nor ferving. prefently to. imbark, 
I walked hbour the Town, and. fpent..the 
in “chook it: in the Evening 1 embarked, 
“and they choote an Eveniog, for comteaite! P 
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100» He goes by Boat up to Cacho, 

An, 1688.a\] Night, The Boat was about the bignefs of a 
i Cristea Wherry, and was ufed purpofely to carry 
M4 Paffengers, having a {mall covering over-head to 
’ keep them dry whenit rained. There wefe 4 or 5 
more of thefe Boats, that went up this Tide full 

of Paffengers. In our Boat were about 20 Men 

and Women, befides 4 or-6 that rowed us. The 
Women chofe their Places and fat by themfelves, 

and they had much Refpect fhewed them: But the 

Men ftowed clofe together, without fhewing any 
refpect more to one than to angther, yet all very 

Civil, I thruft in among the thickeft of them at 

firft, but my Flux would not fuller me to reft long 

in a Place. About Midnight we were fet afhore 

to refrefh our felves at a Baiting-Placé, where 

there were a few Houfes clofe by the Rivers Side, 

and the People up, with Candles lighted, Arack 

and Tea, and little Spits of Meat, and other Pro- 

vifions ready dreft, to receive us. For thete 

were. all Houfes of Entertainment, and probably 

gor their living by entertaining Paffengers. We 

yed here about an. Hour, and then entered again 

on our Boat, and rowed forwards. The Patien- 

‘gers {pent the Time in merry Difcourfe, or Sing- 

ing, after their Way, tho’ to us it feems like cry- 

ing 5 but I was mute for want of a Perfon I could 
converfe with. About 8 org aClock the next Day 

I was fet afhore: the reft of the Pafiengers remained 

in the Boat, but whither they were bound I know 

not, nor whether the Boat went quite up to Cachae, 

I was now 5 or 6 Miles fhort of the City, but ina 

good Path : for the Land here was pretty high, le- 

vel and fandy, and the Road plain and dry, © and 

I reached Cachae by Noon. I prefently went to 

one Mr. Bowyers Houfe, who was a fitee Merchant, 

with whom Captain Weldon lodged, and ftaid 

with them a few Days ; but fo weak with my Flux, 

' twhich daily encreafed, that I was fcarce able to 
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go about, . and fo was forced to learn by others, - 
in a great Meafure, feveral particulars relating to 
this Place. This my weaknefs, joined with my 
difappointment, for I found that I was not like to 
be employed in any Voyage to the Neigbourin 
Countries, as it had been propofed to me, made 
me very defirous of returning back again, as foon as 
might be : and it nappents opportunely, that Cap- 
tain Weldon had by this time done his Bufinefs, and 
was preparing for his Departure. 

I went therefore down the River again to our 
Ships, in a Veffel our Merchants had hired, to 
carry their Goods aboard from Cachao. Among 
other freight, there Were 2 Bells of about 500 
_ weight each, which had been caft at Cachao by the 

Tonguinefe, for my Lord Fa’con, the King of Siam’s 
chief Minifter of State, and for the ufe of fome 
of, the Chriftian Churches in Siam. The Petfon 
who befpoke them, and was to carry them, was 
Captain Brew/fler, who had not very long before 
come from Siam in a Ship of that King’s, and had 
been caft away on the Coaft of Tonquin, but kad 
faved moft of his Goods. With thefe he traded ag 
Cachao, and among other Goods he had purchafed 
to return with to Siam, were thefe 2 Bells, all 
which he fent down to be put on Board Captain 
‘eldon’s Ship. But the Bark was no fooner come 
to Hean, in going down the River, but the Gover- 
nor of Hean’s Officers#tame on Board the Bark and 
feized the 2 Bells in Behalf of the chief of the 
Enzlih Factory ; who underftanding they were de- 
figned for thie King of Siam, which they” were not 
fo fure of as to the reft of the Goods, and the En- 
glifa being then at War with the Siamers, he made 
this his pretence’ for feizing them, and got the 
. Governor to affift him with his Authority : “and 
the Bells were accordingly earricd afhore, and 
kept at Hean. This was thought a very ftrange 
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Opportinities of trading to Japan. 
A@tion of the chief of the Fattory, to feize Goods 


as belonging to the King of Siam, while they were 
in a River of Tongujn: but he was a Perfon but 


“meanty qualified for he Station he was in. Indeed 


had he been a Man of Spirit, he might have been 
ferviceable in getting a Trade with Yapan, which 
is a very rich one, and much coveted by the Eaft- 
ern People themfelves as well as Europeans, For 
while I was there, there” were Merchants came 
every Year from Japan to Tonguin , and by fome of 
thefe our Exglifh Factory might probably have ‘fet- 
tled a Correfpondence and Traffick, but he who 
was little qualified for the Station he was in, was 
lefs fit for any new Undertaking : and tho’ Men 
ought not to run inconfiderately into new Difcove- 
ries or Undertakings, yet where there is'a profpect 
of Profit, I think it not amifs for Merchants to try 
for a Trade, for if our Anceftors had been as dull 
as we -have been of Jate, *tis probable we had ne- 
ver known the way fo much as to the Eaff-Jndies, 
but muft have been beholden to our Neighbours 
for all the produéct of thofe Eaftern Nations, What 


“care was formerly taken to get us a Trade into the 


Ea/l-Indies, and other Countries? What Pains-par-. 


ticularly did fome take to find out the Mufcovites by 
doubling the North Cape, ard away thence by Jand 


- Trade into Perfia? but now, as if we were cloy’d 


with Trade, we fit ftill contented, faying with Caro, 
Non minor eft virtus quam rere parta tuiri. Tinis 
was the Saying of an eminent ‘Merchant of the 
Eaft-Iydia Company to me : but by his leave, our 
Neighbours have encroached on us, and that in our 


‘times too, However, "tis certainly for-the Intereit 


of our Mérchants to imploy fit Men in theif Faéto- 
ries, fince the Reputation of the Company~riferh 
or falls by the difcreet Management, or the i] Con- 
du& of the Agents. Nor is it'enough for the chief 
of a Factory to be a good Merchant, arid an ry. é 
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Of Tradé to China, Cochinchina, Champa,érc. 
Man : For tho’.thefe are neceflary lifications, 
yet the Governour, or chief of the Factory ought 
to know more than barely how to buy, jell, and 
keep Accompts : Efpecially where other European 
Merchants refide among them, or trade to the 
fame Places 3- for they Yo a diligent Eye om the 
Management of our Affairs, and are always ready 
to take all Advantages of our Mif-improvements. 
Neither ought this Care to be neglected where we 
have the Trade to our felves, for there ought to 
be a fair Underftanding between~us and the Na- 
tives, and care taken that they fhould have no 
reafon to complain of unjuft dealings, as I could 
fhew where there has been; but ’tis an’ invidious 
Subject, and all that I aim at is to give a caution. 
But to the Matter in Hand, it feemed to me that 
our Factory -at Tonquin might have got a Trade 
with Japan : nd to China as much as they plea- 
fed. I confefs the continual Wars between Touguin 
and Cochinchina, were enough to obftruct the De- 
figns of making a Voyage to this laft : and thote 
other Places of Champa and Cambodia as they are Jets 
known, fo was it more unlikely ftill ro make thither 
any profitable Voyages ;,yet poffibly the Difficulties 
here alfo is not fo oa ut Resolution and Indu'- 
try would overcome them; and the Profit would 
abundantly compenfate the Trouble. 

But to proceed, we found there was no recover- 
ing the Bells: fo we fell down from Hean to our 
Ships :-and Captain Weldon coming to us in a few 
Days, and Captain Brew/ter with him, to go as a 
Paffenger in his Ship, together with one or two 
‘more; and 2 Ships who came with us being alfo 
ready for sheir Departure, we all weighed Anchor, 
4nd took leave of Tonguin. 
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uthor's departure from Tonquin. 





CHAP. VIL 


They fet fail out of the Bay of Tonquio. Of 
the R. and Country of Cambodia: Of Chi- 
nefe Pirates (ettled there, and the Buggafics, 
a fort of Soldiers under the King of Siam, 

. both routed by the Englith in his fervice. They 
pafs by Pulo Condore, are in fear of the 
King of Siam, and enter the Streights of 
Malacca y Brewhter’s Streights. They arrive 
at Malacca. The Story of Captain John{on: 
his buying a Vejfel at Malacca, and going o- 
ver to Bencalis, a Town on the oppofite Coaft 
of Sumatra, to buy Pepper. His Murder by 
the Malayans there, and the narrow efcape of 
his Men and Veffel. The State of Trade in 
thofe Parts, and the Reftraint put upon it. 
Captain johnion’s Veffel brought to Malacca 

_ by Mr. Wells. The Author's Departure from 
Malacca, and arrivalat Achin, 


Ii was the beginning of February 1685 when we 
left this Country. We went over the Bar 3 
Ships in Company, the Rainbow Captain Pole Com- 
mander, bound for London, and Captain Lacy in 
the Saphire, bound for Fort St. George, and 1 was in 
Captain Weldon’s Ship the Curtane, bound thither 
alfo. We kept Company fome-time after our de- 
ture from Tonguin, and having an Eafterly 
ind ‘we kept more to the middle of*the Bay of 
Tonquin, or towards the Eaftern Side, than when 
we entered : by which means we had the Opportu- 
‘nity of founding as well in the middle of the Bay 
. now, 
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R. and K: of Cambodia, its. 3 
now, as we had on the Welt fide of it, at our.co- 
ming into the Bay. . ' 

Coming ont oF the Bay of Zongquiz, we ftood a- 
way Southward, having the Sholes of Pracel on our 
Larboard, and the Coafts of Cachinchina, Champa, 
and Cambodia on our Starboard. I have juft men- 
tioned thefe Kingdoms in my former Volume ; and 
here I have but little to fay of them, having only 
fail’d by them. But not altogether to fail the Rea- 
der$ Expectation, I fhall give a brief Account of one 
or two Particulars relating to Cambodia: for as to 
Champa | have nothing material to fpeak ; and Co- 
chinchina, I have already fpoken of uw this. Volume, 
as I went to Tonguin. . 

The Kingdom of Cambodia feems to be much fuch 
a kind of Country within Landas the lower Parts 
of Tonquin: low Land, very woody, and little in- 
habited, lying on each Side a great River that comes 
from the North a great way, and falls into the Sea 
over again{t Pulo Condore. I know not the particu- 
lar Product of Cambodia, but in the Vefiels mentio- 
ned in my former Vol. p. 399. as taken at Pulo Ybi, 
and which came thither from Cambodia ; there. were 
befides Rice, Dragons Blood, Lack, in great Jars, 
but it looked blackifh and thick; and the yellow 
purging Gum, which we from thence call Cambodia, 
in great Cakes, but I know not whence they get it. 
This River and Kingdom (if it be one ) is but little 
known to our Nation, yet fome Englifbmenhave been 
there; particularly Captain Williams and Captain 
Mewel, the latt of whom I came acquainted with fome 
time after this at Fort St. George, and 1 bad.of him 
the following Account, the Particulars of which I 
have alfo’ had confirmed by the Seamen who were 
with them, "~~ ” ‘ 
~ Thefe two Captains, with many more Eyglifh- 
men, had been for fome time in the Service o 
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King of Siam, and each of them commanded a 
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106 Chinele Pyrates in the R. of Cambodia. 
21688. flout Prigat of his, mann’d chiefly with Engli and 
m ~ “ fome Portugenfe born at Siam. Thefe the King of 
“Siam fent againft fome Pyrates, who made. fpoil 
of his Subjects’ trading in thefe Seas, afid neited 
themfelves in an [Mand up the River of Cambodia. 
Captain Howel told me, that they found this River 
very large, efpecially at its Mouth; that ’tis deep 
and navigable for very great Veffels, 60 or 70 
Leagues up, and that its depth and widenefs.ex- 
tended much further up, for ought we know : but 
fo far they went up at this time with their Ships. 
The-Courfe of the River is generally from North 
to South: and they found the Land Jow on each 
fide, with many large Creeks and Branches, and 
infome. Places confiderable Iflands. They bended 
their’ Courfe up that Branch’ which feemed moft 
confiderable, having the Tide. of Flood with them, 
and the River commonly fo wide, as to give 
them room to turn or make Angles where the 
bending of the River was fuch as to receive a con- 
trary Seat , or South-Eaft Sea-Wind. Thefe 
Reaches or Bendings of the River Eaft and Weft 
«were very rare; at leaft fo as to make their Courfe 
be againift the Sea-wind, which commonly blew 
in their Stern, and fo frefh, that with ir they could 
ftem the Tide of Ebb. But in the Night when the 
Land-winds came, they anchored, and lay ftill tll 
about 10 or 11 a-Clock the next Day, at which tume 
the Sea-breézes ufually fprang up again, and ¢na- 
bled them to continue their Courfe, ull they came 
to the Mand, where the Pirates inhabited.. They 
ey began to fire at them, and landing their 
‘routed them, and burnt their Houfes and For- 
“tifications ; and taking many Prifoners, returned 
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Phefe Piratical People we by Nation’ Chinc/, 
*ewho when the Zartars conquer’d thgir. Country, | 
fed from thence m their own Ships: a8 chofing 

rather 





The Pirates carried to 
rather to live any were free, than to fubmit “tos. 
the Tartars. Thefe it feems in their flight ‘bent 
their Courfe towards this Country, and finding 
the River of Cap-bodia open before them, they made 
bold to enter, and fettle on the Ifland before-men- 
tioned,” There they built a Town, and fenced ‘it 
round about with a kind of Wood-pile, or Wall of 
great Timber Trees laid along, of the Thicknefs-of 
3 or 4 of thefe Trees, and of about as many ‘in 
heighth. They were provided with all forts of 
Planters Inftruments, and the Land hereabouts was 
excellent good, as our Englifbmen told me, fo 
that it is ike they might have lived here happily 
enough, had their Inclinations led them to a quiet 
Life: but they brought-Arms along with them, 
and chofe to ufe them, rather than their Inftrv- 
ments of Husbandry: and they lived therefore 
moftly by rapin, pillaging their Neighbours, who 
were more addicted ro trafiick than fighting. But the . 
King of Siam’s Subjects having been long harrafled ; 
hy them at Sea, he firft ient fome Forces by 
Land to drive them out of their Fort: tlbnot 
fucceeding that way, he entirely routed them by 
fending thefe 2 Ships up the River. ‘he 2 English 
Capwins having thus effected their Bufinefs, re- 
turned out of the River with many Prifoners: but 
the South-Weft Monfoon being already fet in, they 
could not prefently return to Siam, and therefore 
went to Macuoin China, as well to wait for the N. - 
Eaft ‘Monfoon, as to ingratiate themfelves with 

‘the Tartars, who they thought would be pleafed 
“with the Conqueft which they had made over 
thefe'Chinef Pyrates. They: were well entertained 
there by the Yartarian Governor, and gave" him _ 
their Prifoners ; and wpon the fhiftingof the ° 
Monfoon, ° they recall to Siam. Theré they 
“were received with great Applaufe.~-Norwas 
this the firft fuccefsful” Expedition the Englifo~have 
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The Buegattes, a fort of Free-booters: 
made in the King, of Siam’s Service, They once faved 
the'Country; by fuppreffing an Infurrection made 
by the Buggaffes. The Buggajfes are a fort of war- 
Hike trading Malayans, and mercenary Soldiers of 
India: 1 know not well whence they come, unlefs 
from Macaffer in the Ifand Celebes. Many of them 
had been entertained at Siam in the King’s Service : 
but at laft being difgufted at some ill Ufage, they 
ftood up in their own Defence. Some Hundreds of 
them gotrogether, all well armed : and thefe ftruck 
a Dread into the Hearts of the Siamites, none of 
whom were able to ftand before’ them ; till Con/tant 
Falcon the chief Minifter, commanded the Englifh that 
were then in the King’s Service to. march againft 
them, which they did with Succefs, though with 
fome confiderable Lofs. For thefe Services the King 
gave every Year to cach of thema great Silk Coat, 
on which were juft 13 Buttons. ‘Thofe of the chief 
Commanders were of Maffy Gold, and thofe of the 
inferior Officers were of Silver Plate. This Expedi- 
tion againft the Chine/e Pyrates was about the Wa: 
1687: the other Broil with the Bugga/fes. was, as I 
take it, fome time before. 

But to proceed with our Voyage, we ftill kept our 
way Southward, and in Company together, ull we 
came about Pulo Condore; but then Captain Pool 
parted from us, ftanding more directly South for 
the Streights of Sundy : and we fteered more to the 
Weftward, to go through the Sereights of Malacca, 
through which we came before, ptain Brewfter. 
and another of our Pafiengers began now ‘to be in 
fear that the King of Siam would tend’ Ships to 
lie'at the Mouth of the Streights of Malacca, and 
intercept our Paffage, becaufe there was a War 
broke out between the Engiith, Eaft-India Company 
and that Prince. This feemed the more likely, 
becaufe the Frexch at this time were employed in 
that‘Kinp’s Service, by the Means of a French wae 4 
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The A. enters the Streights of Malacca. — 


and other Ecclefiafticks, who were ftriving to con-: 


vert the King and People to Chriftianity, thr 

the Intereft they had got in Conftent Falcou, Parti- 
cularly they were afraid that the King of Siam would 
fend the 2 Ships before-mentioned, which Captain 
Williams, ani Captain Howel had commanded a little 
before, to lie at the Weilt-End of the Streights 
Mouth’; but probably manned with Frenchmen and 
French Commanders to take us. Now though this 
made but little Impreffion on the Minds of our Com- 
manders and Officers, yet it fo hapned, chat we had 
fuch thick dark Weather when we came near the firft 
Entrance of the Streights of Malacca, which was 
that we came by, and by which we meant to return, 
that we thoughr it not fafe to ftand in at Night, 
and fo lay by till Morning. The next Day we faw 
« Jonk to the Southward, and chafed her; and 
having {poke with her we made Sail, and ftood to 
the Weftward to pafs the Streights, and making 
the Land, we found we were to the Southward of 
the Streights firft Mouth, and were gotten to the 
Southermoft Entrance, near the Sumatra Shore: but 
Captain Lacy, who chofe to go the old Way, made 
fail again to the Northward, and fo paffed nearer 
the Malacca Shore by the Sincapore, the way we 
went before. His was alfo the beft and neareft 


way: But Captain Weldon was willing to fatisfy. 


his Curiofity, and try a new Paflage: which we 
ot through, though we had but little Depth of 
ater: and this Entrance we paftis called Brewer’s 

Streights. ; 
“ Brewer’s Streights are fometimes pafled by fmall 
Ships, that fail from Batavia to Malacca, becaufe 
forthem it is a nearer Cut, than to run fo faras 
Pulo Timaon, or the Streights of Sincapore: In this 
Channel, though in fome Places we found but 14 
or 15 Foot Water, yet the Bottom was foft Oaze : 
and it lies fo among IMands, that there cannot.go a 
great 
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Dstt eres Sea, C Weldon trad alfo a Dutchman 

‘aboard 'who had been this way, and he profeffing 

nt. to know the Channel, encouraged our Captain to 

\ try it, which we affected very well, chough fome- 


times we had but little more Water than we drew. 
This made us make but an eafy Sail, and therefore 


i we were 7 or 8 Days before we arrived at Malacca ; 
but Captain Lacy was there 2 or 3 Days’ before 
us 


‘Here we firft heard of the Death of Con/ftant Fal- 
con, for whom Captain Brew/ter feemed to be much 
concerned. There alfo we found, befides feveral 
Dutch Sloops, and our Companion Captain Lacy, 
an Englifh Vefiel of 35 or 40 Tuns. This Vefiel 
was bought by one Captain Yobnfon, who was fent 
by the Governor of Bencouli, in a {mall Sloop, to 
mie trade about the Ifland of Sumatra for Pepper, but 

on Captain ‘fobn/on being killed, the Sloop was brought 

hither by one Mr. Wells. 

Being thus infenfibly fallen into the mention of 
this Captain Fobnjon; and intending to defer -what 
little [ have to fay of Malacca, till my coming thi- 
ther again from chin, I thall beftow the reit of this 
Chapter in fpeaking of this Man’s Tragedy, ando- 
ther Occurrences relating to it, which though of no 
great Moment in themfelves, yet the Circumftances I 

- fha]] have occafion to relate with them may be-of ufe 
to the giving fome fmall light invo the State of the 
oppofite Coaft of Sumatra, which was the Scene-of 
what lam going to fpeak of: for though I thall have 
other occafion to fpeak of Achin and Bencouli, yet 1 
thal] not have Opportunity to fay any thing of ‘this 
Part of that Hand, oppofite to Malacca, unlels I 
do‘it here. To goon therefore with his Story,-it 

©  eems Captain Fobnfon was part Owner’of the {mall 
Bencouli Sloop’: but thinking it too fmall for histurn, 
he came to ‘Malacca, intending to-buy a larger Sloop 
of the Duich, if he could light of a Bargain. Hehad 
«f ‘ the 
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the beft. Part of a in Sp. 
ney aboard, for which one may purchale a 


here: for the Dutch, as 1 have before obferv'd, 


do often buy Proe-bottoms for a imal) Matter, of 
the Malayans, efpecially of the People of Fibore, 


and convert them into Sloops, either for their own . 


ule, or to fell. Of thefe fort of Vefiels therefore 
the Dutchmen of Malacca have plenty, and can 
afford good Penny-wosths; and doubtlefs it was for 
this Reafon that Captain Yobnfon came hither to 
urchafe a Sloop. Here he met with a Bargain, not 
uch a Proe-bottom reformed, but an old ill-fhaped 
thing, yet fuch a one as pleafed him. The Duteh- 
man whofold him this Veffel, told him withal, that 
the Government did not allow any fuch Dealings 
with the Eaglifa, though they might wink at i@: and 
that therefore the fafelt Way forthem both to keep 
out of trouble, would be to run over to the other 
Side of the Streigiits, toa Town called Bencalis, on 
Sumatra; where they might fafely buy and fell, or 
exchange without any Notice taken of them. Cap- 
tain Jobnfom excepting the Offer, they failed both 
together over to Bencalis, a Malayan Town on that 
Coaft, commanding the Country abour it. Theré 
they came, to an Anchor, and Captain ‘foba/ox 
paying the Price agreed on for the Veflel, he had 
her deliver’d to him. The Dutchman immediate- 
ly returned over to Malacca again, leaving Captain 
Fobnfon with 2 Veffels under his Command, viz. 
the Sloop. that he brought from Bencouli, and this 
ae ae Vefiel. The Bencouli Sloop he. fent 
into a "Be River hard by, to trade with »the 
Malayans for 


Wells, He was no Seaman; but a pretty i 

Perfon, that* came firft out of England Fae on 
to ferve the Eaj/t-Jndia Company in the Mand Same 
Helena, He liv’d fometime very meanly in that [/and, 
but having an afpiring Mind, he lcfeshan ee, but 
M “healthy 


Pepper,, under the Command of Mr,’ 


al 
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: n in the Ealt-Indics. 
. healthy Place, ‘to ferve the Company at Bencouli 5 
Stich chouph it is accounted tke moft unhealthy 
Piace of any that we trade to, yefthe hopes of Pre- 
ferment engaged him to remove thither. After fome 
ftay there, he was fent with Captain Fobn/on toaffift 
* him in this Pepper Expedition ; more becaufe he 
could ufe his Pen than his Hards in Sea Service. 
He had-3 or 4 raw Seamen with him to work 
the Sloop up into the River. Captain Fobnfon 
ed near Bencalis to fit his ney Vefiel: for with 
other Neceflaries fhe. wanted a new Boltfprit, 
which he intended to cut here, having a Carpenter 
with him for that purpofe; as alfo to repair and 
fit her to his Mind. He had alfo a few other raw 
Seamen, but fuch as would have made better 
Landmen, they havimg ferved the KingYof Siam as 
Soldiers: and they were but lately come from 
thence withthe French, who were, forced to leave 
that Country. But here in the Jndies our Englifh 
are forced for want of better, to make ufe of any 
Seamen -fuch as they can get, and indeedvour. | 
Merchants are often put hard to it for wane of | 
Seamen. Here ate indeed La/cars or Indian Seamen 
enough to be hired ; and thefe they often make ufe 
of: yet they always covet an Exglifhman or 2in'a © 
Veffel to affift them. Not burt that thefe Lafars 
.are’ fome of them. indifferent good Sailors, and 
might do well enough: but an~ Englishman will be. 
accounted more faithful, to be employed on mat- 
ters of Moment; befide the more free Converfation 
that may be expe¢ted from them, during the Term 
of the Voyage. So that though oft-times their Eng 
lifomen ave but ordinary Sailors, yet they are pro- 
maoted to fome aay 2 of which they could not be 
fo capable any where but in the. Ea/-Indies. Thefe 
Séamen ‘would’ be in a manner wholly ufélefs in 
Europe, where we meet with more frequent: and 
hard Storms, but here they ferve indifferent well, 
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enough of that. ‘ Pate 

Mr. Wlls being gone to purchafe Pepper, Capt. 
Fobnjon went afhore about 5 or 6 Leagues from Ben- 
calis Town with his Carpenter, to cut a Boltfprit’s 
there being there plenty of Timber Trees fit for his 

rpofe. He foon chofe one to his Mind, and ‘cut 
it down. He and his Carpenter wrought on it the 
firft and fecond Days without Moleftation. The 
third Day they were both fet upon by a Band of 
armed Malayans, who killed them both. Inthe E- 
vening the Sailors who were left aboard, lookt out 
for their Commander to come off : but Night ap- 
proached without feeing or hearing from him. This 
put them in fome doubt of his Safety; for they 
were fenfible enough, ‘that the Malayans that inha- 
bited thereabouts were very treacherous : as indeed 
all-of them are, efpecially thofe who have but little 
Commerce with Strangers : and therefore all People 
ought to be very careful in dealing with them, fo 
as to give them no Advantage ; and then they may 
trade fafe enough. 

There were but 4 Seamen on board Captain Fobn- , 
for'sSloop. Thefe being terrified by the abfence of 
their Commander, and fufpe¢ting the Truth, were 
now very apprehenfive of their own Safeties. T 
charged their Guns, and kept thernfelves on their 
Guard, ‘expecting to be affaulted by the Malayans. - 
They had 2 Blanderbuffes, and 5 or 6 Mafkets : 
each Man took.one in his Hand, with a Caduce-box 
at his Wafte, and looked out fharp for fear of any - 
Enemy. While they were thus on their Guard, the 
Malayans in 6 or 8 Canoas came very filent to at- 
tack the Sloop. -They were about 40 or 501 
armed with Lances and Creffets. The darknefs of ©. 
the Night favoured their Defigns, and. Wel 7 
even ‘before’ the Seamen perceived them. 


Then-thefe Began to fre, and these aS 
Vou. II. I € heir 

















‘aboard, and boarding the Veffel, they ~ 
a? od_het-over the Prow. The Seamen vetalucely 
defended. her, and drove them over-board again. 

Of the 4 Seamen 2 were pe guys wounded in the 

firft attack. The Malayans wook frefh Courage and 

enter’d again; and the 2 Seamen who were mot © 
wounded, betook rhemfelves to clofe Quarters in 
the Steerage ; and there being Loop-holes to. fire 
out at, they repulfed the Ma/ayans again, forcing 

them into their Canoas. Their Bellies being now . 

pretty full, they returned afhore without hopes of , 

conquering the Sloop. The poor Seamen were ftill 

in fear, and kept watch all Night; intending to fell 

their Lives as dear as they could, if they had been 

, attacked again. For they might not, neither did 
they expect Quarter from the Salvage Malayans : 
but they were no more affaulted. Thefe two. that 
were wounded dyed in a fhort Time. ey a 

. The next Day the 2. Seamen got up their Anchor, 
and rumas nigh the Town of Bencalis as they could, 
ic may, be within half a Mile. There they anchor’d 
again, and made Signs for the People to come on, 
Board. It was not long before the Shabander or chief . 

: Hise irate of the Town came off : to him they told" 
all their Misfortunes, and defired him to provect 
them, becaufe they were not of fufficient Strength 
to hold out againft another Attack. The Shabander 
feemed very forry for what had happened,.and told. 
them. withal, that he could not help what. was paft, . 
for that the People that did it were, wild unraly | 
Men, not fubjeét to Government, and that it was \ 
‘not in his Power to fupprefs them : but_as long as’ 

hey Jay,there fome of his Men thould lye aboard © 

todecure the Ship; and he in the mean time would © 

a Canoa_to their Confort Mr. Well, t0 giv 

“Wim gn accouit how Things went." Acconing 
a G.0r.12 own Malayans aboard th 

_oandfeat.a Letter written by. the Seamer 
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Wells 5 who was, as Lhave faid, déaling with thes 
Natives for ey ee ope Rea 
Te was 2 of 3 Days before Mr. Wells came to them, 
He had not then received the Letter, and therefore 
they fufpected the Shabander of falfehood ;. though 
© his Men were yet very kind, and ferviceable to t 
~ 2 Seamen.: Mr. Wells had heard nothing of their 
». Difafters, but returned for want of Trade; at leaft 
fuch a full Trade 48 he expected. For tho’ here is 
Pepper growing, yet not fo much as might’ allure’ 
any one to feek after it: for the Dutcb.are fo near, 
that none can come to trade among them but by 
their Permiffion, And though the Natives themfelves 
were never fo willing to trade with any Nation, “as 
indeed they are, yet the Dutch could foon hinder it, 
even by deftroying them, if in order to it fen i 
fhould fet themielves to produce fuch Pepper. Sue 
fmal] quantities as they do at prefent raife up, or 
procure from other parts of the Ifand, is lickt by 
the Dutch, or by their Friends of Bencalis for them: 
for the Town of Bencalis being the principabof thefe 
Parts, and fo nigh Malacca, as Sey parted by the 
arrow Sea or sree hg: *tis vifited’ by the Dutch in 
heir {mall Veffels, and feems wholly to depend-on * 
Trade with that Nation, not daring to Trade with 
any befides: and I judge it is by the Friendthip*of 
the Town, that the Dutch drive a fmal] Trade for 
Pepper in thefe parts, and by it alfo vend any of 
heir own, Commodities : and thefe alfo trading with 
their Neighbours into the Country, do bring their: 
, Commodities hither, where the Dutch come™ for, 
them. The People of Bewecalis therefore, - though ” 
they are Malayans, as the reft of the Country, yet. 
. they are ‘civil enoygh, engaged thereto by Drade: 
> for the more Trade, the more Civility ; andomthe 
contrary, the jefs Trace the more Barbarity and In~ 
- For Trade has‘a ftrong Influer 
. » who- have — the fw 
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sal byihgsa bk as 
jo many of the Conveniencics of Life as 
ee whe f Ar Tele thar en a Arogabe “4 
ae _ who have not y d the Sw of it, might 
a be allured to t by an honeft and juft Commerce : 
~ even fuch of them as do yet feem to covet no more 
than a bare Subfiftence of meat and drink, and a 
clout to cover their Nakednefs. That large Conti- 
nent hath yet Millions of Inhabicants, both on the 
Mexican and Peruvian parts, who are ftill ignorant 
of Trade: and they would be fond of it, did they 
once Experience it ; though at the prefent oi 
E happy enough, by enjoying fuch Fruits of the Earth 
as Nature hath beftowed on rhofe Places, where their 
Lot is fallen: and ir may be they are happier now, 
than they may hereafter be, when more known to 
the Avariticus World. For with Trade they will be in 
danger of meeting with Oppreffion : Men not being 
content with a free Traffick, and a juft and realy: 
able Gain, efpecially in thefe remote Countries: But 
they muft have the Current run altogether in their 
own Channel, though to the depriving the poor Na- 
tives they deal with, of their sabicsiteberty ‘ga af. 
all Mankind were to be ruled by their Laws. The 
MMands of Simatra and Fava®ean fufficiently witnefs 
‘this: the Dutch having in a manner ingroft .a!l the 
Trade of thofe, and feveral of the neighbouring 
Countries to themfelves: not that they are able.to 
fupply the Natives with a quarter of what they want, 
but becaufe they would have all the produce of them 
at their own difpofal: Yet even in this they are , 
fhort, and may be flill moré difappointed of ~ 
m Reeper Trade if other People weuld’feek for 
at. For the greateft part of the Ifland of Sumatra . 
gates this Plant, and the Natives would readi- 
ply with rg ta: would ee to trade with 
-notwithftanding the great Endeavoursithe . 
ag be thie and is hang pe a 
ive of Pepper, that the Dutch 
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piace about Bencatis, 18 in : 
tion ; and for ought J kno as through a De- 
fign of being revenged on the Dutch that Captain 
Fobnfon loft his Life. I find the Malayans in g 

are implacable Enemies to the Dutch ; and is 
to {pring from an earneft defire they have of a free 
Trade, which is reftrained by them, not only here, 
but in the Spice-IN'ands, and in all ocher places where 

they have any Power. But ’tis freedom only muft 

be the means to incourage any of thefe remote Peo- 

ple to Trade ; efpecially fuch of them as are induftri- 

ous, and whofe Inclinations are bent this way ; as 
moft of the Malayans are, and the major-part of 

the People of the Eaft-Indies, even from the Cape of 

Good Hope Eaftward to Fapan, both Continent and 

Iflands,. For though in many places they are limi- “4 
ted by the Dutch, Englifh, Danes, &c. and reftrained 
fram a free Trade with other Nations, yet have they 
continually fhewn what an uneafinefs that is to them. 

And how dear has this Reftraint coft the Dusch? . an 
when yet neither can they with all their Forts ‘and. 
Guard-Ships fecure the Trade wholly to themfelves, .. 
any more than the Barlaventa Fleet can fecure the 
Trade of the Weft-Indies to’ the Spaniards’: but e- 
nough of this matter. € 

ou have heard before, that Mr. Wells came with 

his Sloop to Beacalis, to the great Joy of the two 
Men that were yet alive in Captain Jobnjon's Vefiel. 
a wi Ye; ‘were As he i they put a 

Saprain Fobnjon’s Papers and Money into one Chef . 
chen Woekt is and put, dle Key of ic nega’ 
Cheft; and hepa th za: Ito 
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A s k the accou aot aie 
“'v™ was in the Sloop, ging to give 4 fathfalact unt 
» gf it to Governour Bloom, -~ by pee ae 
' They were all now fo weakened, that they were 

uft. enough to failone of the Veffels. ‘There- 
fore they fent to the Shabander of Bencalis, to defire 
fome of his Men, to help fail the Sloops over to 
Malacca, but he refufed it, Then they offered to 
fell one of them for a fmall Matter, but neither 
would he buy. Then they offered to give him the 
{malleft : To that he anfwered, that he did not dare 
to accept of her, for fear of the Dutch. Then Mr. 
Wells and his Crew concluded to take the Pepper and 
all the Stores out of the final] Veffel, and burn her, 
and go away with the other to Malacca. . This they 

_ put in Execution, and prefently went away, and o- 
ening Captain Fobnfon’s Cheft, they found 2. or 300 
Dollars in Money. This with all his Writings, and 
what elfe they found of value, Mr, Wells took in 
his Pofleffion. In a -vegy thort Time they got: over 
to Malacca. Thereshey ftayed expecting the com- 
ingiof fome Exzlif Ship, to get a Pilot to navigate 
_the Sloop : for neither of them would undertake to 
navigate her further. -Captain Lacy coming. hither 
firft, he fpared Mr. Wells his chief Mate to navi- 


gate her to Achin: When we came hither they were 


ready to Sail, and went away two or three Days 
before us. A. 
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‘To return therefore to our own Voyage, - 
tain Weldon having finifhed his Bufinefs at, Malacca, 
werfailed again, fecring towards Achin,. where he 
le to touch in his way to Fort St. George, We 
overtook Mr, Wells about 35 Leagues fhort of Achin 
t the River Paffange fonca : and thorely after 
th arrived at dcbin, and anchored inthe Road 
re beginning of March'1689. Here 
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vith us to Tonquin, 





bers brass, 3p his Eig ee: 
would go with him thither : a U chofe. rather to 
ftay here, having fome fmall Acquaintance, than to 
go in that weak Condition, to a Place where I was 
wholly ee) But Mr. Hall went with Captain 
Weldon to Fort St. George, and from. thence in. a 
~ Time returtied: £0 0 bland in the re at 
ndon. Ed 
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The Country of Achin defcribed : its Situation 
ana Extent. Golden Mount, and the neigh- 
bouring Iles of Nay and Gomez, crc. making 
feveral Channels and the Road of Achin. The 

__ Soil of the Continent ; Trees and Fruits ; par- 
ticularly the Mangaftan and Pumple-nofe. 
Their Roots, Herbs, and Drugs, the Herb © 

ya’: Ganga or Bang, and Camphire : the Pepper 

: of Sumatra, and Gold of Achin. The Beajfts, 
Fowl, and Fifh. The People, their Temper, 
Habits, Busldings. City of Achin, and Trades. 

The Husbandry, Fifhery, Carpenters and ¥ly- 
ing Proes. The Money Changers, Coin and 
Weights. Of the Gold-Mines. Ihe Merchants 
whotome toAchin: and of the Chinele Camp 
or Fair. The wafhing ufed at Achin. A Chi- 
nefe Renegado: Punifhments for Theft and 
other Crimes. The Government of Achin; of 
the Queen, Oronkeys or Nobles ; and of 
the Slavery of the People. The State kept 
by the Eattern Princes. A Civil War here 
upon the choice of a new Queen, The J. 

and the other Englith in a fright, upon a 

~feixure made of a Moor's Ship by an Enghith 













Bie. th a aca The Weather, Floods, and Heat at 
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*  BREing now arrived a AY te ain, I think it no: 
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_ mentioned in my former Voyage. .The reftof 







) many fi nes that are an the Ifle 4 ~~ 
of Sumatra 5 and & sale s the North Weft end of : 
that IMand, It reaches ieee from that N. W. 


oint of the IMand, a great way along-the Shore, 
ai she Streight “of Malacca for about 50 er 60 
Leagues. But from Diamond point, which is about 
40 Leagues from Achin, towards the Borders of the 
Kingdom, the Inhabitants, though belonging to’ 4- 
chin are in lefs Subjetion. to it. Of thefe I can fa 
but little; neither do I know the Bo‘inds of this 
Kin > either within Land, or along the Weft 
Coat. That Weit fide of the Kingdomy.1s:high and 
mduatainous : as is generally the reft of the Weft 
Coaft of the whole IMand, The, Point alfo of Achin, 
or extremity of the Ifand, is high Land: but Acbia, 
it felf, and the Country to the Eaftward, is lower, 
not altogether deftirute of {mall Hills, and every 
where ae a moderate Heighth, and a Champion 
Country, naturally very fit tor Cultivation. . 
‘Thereis one Hill more remarkable than ordinary, 
efpeciully to Seamen,. The Engli/h call it, the Golden 
ount : but whether this Name is given it by» the 
Natives, or only by the Eaglifh, 1 know aot. ..°Tis 
near the N. W. end of the Iland; and Achix ftands 
but 5 or 6 Mile from the Bottom of it. *Tis very 


large at the Foot, and runs up fmaller towards the | 


Head; which is raifed fo high, as to be feen at Sea 
30. or 40 Leapues. This was the firft Land that we 
faw coming in aut Proe from the Nicobar Iflands, 








see fo that chis M tain appear 
Ifland in the Sea ; which was the Reafon why ¢ 
cin Mola tok for Paley Bathe 
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8. Belides what belong to Achid upon the Conti 
SS 2 t, there vba MW under its Jurif- 
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G&tion, moft of them uninhabited; and thefe 
make the Road of Achin. Among them is this Pulo 
Way, which is the Eaftermoftof a Range of Ifands, 
that’ lye off the N. W. end of Sumatra, Itis alfo 
the largeft of them, and is inhabited by “Male- 
factors, who are banifht thither from Achim. This 
with the other Iflands of this Range, Jye in a fenti- 
circular Form, of about 7 Leagues Diameter. Pulo 
Gomez is another large Ifland about .20 Mile Weft 
from PuloWay, andabout 3 Leagues fromthe N.W. 
int of Sumatra, Between Pulo Gomez and the 
Main are 3 or 4 other fmall IMands; -yet with Chan- 
nels of a fufficient breadth between them, for Ships 
to pafs through ; and they have very deep Water. 
All Ships bound from chin to the Weftward, or 
coming from thence to Achin, go in or out through 
one or other of thefe Channels : and becaufe Ship- 
ping comes hither from the Coaft of Surrat, one of 
thele Channels which is deeper than the reft, is .cal- 
Jed the Surrat Channel. Between Pulo Gomez and 
‘Pulo Way, in the bending of the Circle, there are 
other {mall Mands, the chief of which is called 
Pulo Rondo. This is afmall round high Mand, not 
above-2 or: 3..Mile in Circumference. It lies al- 
moft in the extremity of the bending on the N. E. 
partof the Circle, but nearer Pulo Way than Pulo 
Gomez. There are large deep Channels on either. 
fide, but the moft frequented is the Channel on the 
Welt fide... Which is called the Bengal Channel, -be- 
» caufe it looks towards that Bay; and Ships coming 
“from thence, from the Coaft of Coromandel, pafs.in 
and Gut this way. Between Pulo Way.and the main 
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matra : but the Road for all 

as iSastetr Shore, \ 
in - the ee ihe 1 anchor at what. li. 
ftances sige deg according to the Monfoons or 
Seafons of ear... There is a fmall navigable 
River comes out into the Sea, by which Shipstran- 
fport their Commodities in taller Veflels up to the 

ity. The Mouth of this River is 6 or 7 Leagues 
from Pulo Rondo, and 3 or 4 from PuloWay, and 
near as many from Pile: Gomez. The Mands are 
pretty hig high Champica Land, the Mold black or 
yellow, the Soil deep and fat, producing large tall 
Trees, fit for many ufes. There are Brooks of Wa- 
ter on the twoigreat IMands of Way and Gomez, and - 
feveral forts of wild Animals 5. efpecially wild Hogs 
in abundance. 

The Mold of this Continent is different according 
to the natural pofition of it. The Mountains are 
rocky, efpecially thofe towards the Weft Coaft, 
yet. moft that I have feen feems to have a faperfi- 
cial covering of Earth, a sy roducing Shrubs, 
fmall Trees, or yg rafs. The fmall 
Hills are moft of them pa with Woods; rhe 
Trees whereof feem by their growth to fpring from 
a fruitful Soil :’ The Champion Land, fuch as I 
have feen, is fome black, fome grey, fome reddith, 
and all of a deep Mold. But to be very ticular 
in thefe Things, efpecially in all my best 85 sere 
than I can pretend to : though -it may be I rook 
ee ra ote as net. Wi 













ray per on a 
des r: and 
moft, if not all his — feel their own Land 
feattering in {mall pieces, up and down feveral forts 
of Land.in the Parith: fo that every one had fome 
piece of every fort of Land, his black Ground, his 
Sandy, Clay, €c. fome of 20, 30, or 40 Shillings . 
an Acre, for fome ufes, and others not worth 10 
Groats an Acre, My Mother being pofieft of one 
of .thefe Leafes, and having of all thefe forts of 
Land, 1 came acquainted with them all, and knew 


-what each fort would produce, (viz.) Wheat, Bar- 
dey, Maflin, Rice, eans, Peas, Oats, Fetches, 


Flax, or Hemp: in ali which I had‘a more than 
ufual Knowledge for one fo young ; taking a par- 
ticular delight in obferving ic: but-enough of this 
Matter. 

The Kingglom of Achin has in general a deep 
Mold: It is very well watered with Brooks.and 
fma!] Rivers, but none navigable for Ships of Bur- 
den. This of Achin admits not of any. but {mall 
Vefiels. The Landis fome Woody, in 
other places Savannah ; the MErees, are of divers 
forts, moft unknown to. me of Name. The Cot- 
ton and Cabbage-Trees grow here, but not in fuch 
plenty as in fome part of America. Thefe Trees 
commonly grow. ao as indeed ufually where-ever 
oy grow, in a Champion dry Ground, fuch at 
is not drowned or morafly ;- for here is — 
tape as that by the Rivers; and there 

e Trees, and is -nataerg of that. 
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but Batt ‘yetmore ttle; and is of a ¢ 
The infide of the hell is of a deep Crimfon Colour, 

Within this thell the Fruit appears i ng ot or 4 Cloves, 
about the bignefs of the top of a Man’s Thumb. 

Thefe will eafily feparate each from the ‘other ; 
‘they areas white as Milk, very foft and juicy,» in- 
clofing a ima}l black Stone or Kernel. The out- 
fide rind is faid to be binding, and therefore many 
when. they eat the Fruit, which is very delicious, 
do fave the rind or hell, drying it a 2 ey 
it, to give to fuch as have Fluxes. In 

entituled, 4 new Voyage to the Eaft-Indies, shared is 
mention made of Mangaftans, among, the Fruits of 
Java: but the Author is miftaken, in that he com- 
pares it to a Sloe, in thape and tafte: Yet I remem- 
ber there is fuch a fortof Fruit at chin ; and be- 
lieve by the defcription he gives of it, it may pro- 
bably be the fame that he calls the Mangaftan, tho” 

nothing like the trne Mangattan, 

The Pumple-nofe is a large Fruit like a Citron, 
with a very think tender uneven rind. The infide 
is full of Fruit: It grows all in Cloves.as big as a 
fmal! Barley Corny and thefe are all. full of Juice, as 
an Orange or a Lemon, though not growing in 
fuch Partitions. *Tis of a pleafant Tafte, and tho’ 
there are of them in otherparts of the Eqi- Indies, 
yet thefe at uAchin are accounted te beft. an et 
are mag eat » and they are f 
much efteemed, tha 
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Rice. The Natives have lately 
tities of this Grain, and might p emuch m 
_ were they fo difpofed, the Land being fo fruitful. 
They have here a fort of Herb or Plant called Gan- 
ga, or Bang. 1 never faw any but once, and that 
was at fome diftance from'me. I: appeared to me 
like Hemp, and I thought it had been Hemp, till 
I was told to the prise It is reported of this 
Plant, that if itis infufed in any Liquor, it will 
ftupify the Brains of any Perfon that drinks thereof, 
but it operates diverfly, according to the Conftituti- 
on of the Perfon. Some it keeps fleepy, fome mer- 
ry, putting them into a Laughing-fit, and others 
it makes mad: but after 2 or 3 Hours they come 
to themfelves again. I never faw the Effects of it 
onvany Perfon, but have heard much Difcourfe of 
it What other ufe this Plant may ferve for I 
know not : but J know it is much efteemed here, 
‘and inother Places too whither it is tranfported. ~ 
This Country abounds alfo with Medicinal 
Drugs and Herbs, and with variety of Herbs for 
the Pot. The chief of their Drugs is Camphire, 
of which there are Quantities found on this Ifand, 
but -moft of it cither on the Borders of this King- 
dom to the Southward, or more remote ftill, with- 
out the Precinéts of it. This that is found on t 
Ifand Sumatra is commonly fent'to Fapan to be re- 
fined, and then brought from thence pure, and 
tranfported whither the Merchants pleafe after- 
wards. I know chat here are feveral forts of Medi- 
cinal/Herbs made ufe of by the Natives, who go  of- 
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ten a fimpling, feeming”to underitand their Virtue 
‘ouch, “and ss gos sha en ee be- 
ing wholly ont of my Sphere, I can give ng. 









a pone this Selec is agg the neg- 
gence or pers of thefe. People, I know | 
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” ilo; ‘found, by report, in many parts 
this a the Ringo of Achin is at prefent 
moft plentifully ftored with it. Neither does any 

lace in the Eajt-Indies, thar know of, yield fuch 

uantitigs of itas this Kingdom... I have never been 
at Japan, and therefore can make no Eftimate of the: 
great Riches of chat Kingdom ; but here I am certain 
there is abundance of it. 

The Land Animals of this Country are Deer, 
Hogs, Elephants, Goats, Bullocks, Buffaloes, 
Horfes,, Porcupines, Monkeys, Squirrils, Guanoes, 
Lizards, Snakes, ce, Here.are alfo abundance, of 
Ants of feveral forts, and Wood-lice, called by the 
Englifo in the. Eaft-Indies White Ants... The» Ele- 
phants that I faw here were alltame: yet ’tis ‘te- 
ported there are fome wild; bucI judge not mY. 
if any at all. In fome places there. are plenty of 
Hogs ;. they are all wild, and commonly = 
At. fome times. of the Year, when the mg nee 
Gi from the Trees, they are indifferent fat, were 
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fe Cot it is very rare to find ther fat: 
are Not very neither’ “here 
- * * bur ! 3 
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. wild Fowls, wiz. Maccaws, Parrots, 


hi 


are but fmall, yet fprightly 5 and fome- 
times they are tranfported hence to the Coaft of Co- 
romandel. The Porcupines and Squirrels are ac- 
counted good Food by the Engli/h ; but how they are 
efteemed by the Natives 1 know not. 

* The Fowls of this Country are Dunghil Fowls 
and Ducks ; ‘but I know of no other tarne Fowls 
they have. In the Woods there are many forts of 

Lcckinie, 

Pigeons and Doves of 3 or 4 forts.. There are 

plenty ef other fmall Birds ; bur 1 can fay. nothing 
of them. . 

The Rivers of this Country afford plenty of Fifh. 


The Sea alfo fupplies divers forts of very good Fith, 
+ viz.) Snooks, Mulletsj Mudfith, Eels, Stingrays, 


which I fhall defcribe in the Bay of Campeachy, T en- 
on Old Wives, Cavallies; Crawfith, Shrimps, 


c. 

The Natives of this Country are Malayans. They 
are ‘much the fame People with thofe of Queda, 
Fiboré, “and other Places on the Continent of Ada- 
lacca, {peaking the fame Malayan Language, with 
very little difference: and’ they are of the fame 
Mabometan Religion, and alike in their haughty 
‘Humour and manner of living: fo that they deem 
to have been originally the fame-People. They are 

eof amiddle Stature, ftraight, and well fha- 

ed, andeof a dark Indian Copper-Colour.. Their 
Fsi- is black and lank, their Faees . generally 
long, ‘yet graceful enough... They have black 

es, middling Nofes, thin Lips, aid black Teeth, 


‘bythe frequent ufe of Berle. They are very lazy, 
‘and Care not to work or take pains. The poorer fort 


are-addiéted to Theft, and are often’ punifhed fe~ 
werelyfor iy They are otherwife good-namred in 
ogeneral;"and kind cnough to Strangers.) 
om —s « dhe 
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» none of cheediahere Seogiee 


“uncovering: their Heads hae ees 


a as we do. 
~~ But the general Wear forall Sorts of People is {mall 


3 Turban, fach as the Mindanaians wear, defcribed in 


- the 12th Chap.-of my former Volume, page 326. - 
* They have fmall Breeches, and the better Sort will 

» havea Piece of Silk thrown loofely over their Shoul- 

+ ders ; but the Poor go naked from the Wafte ups 

~, wards. Neither have they the Ufe of Stockings 

~ and Shoes, but a fort of Sandals are worn by the 

| bettérSort. | 

* Their Houfes are ‘built on Potts, as choferef. Min: 

_ danao, and they live much after the fame Fathion > 

» but by. Reafon of their Gold Mines, and: the fre- 


ie quent Refort of ‘Strangers, they are richer, and live 


. Eaft-Indians peerely 


“@ in greater Plenty. ‘Their common Food is Rice, 
~~ and the better Sort have Fowls and Fith, with which 
~*~ the “Markets are lentifully ftored, and fometimes. 
«© Buffaloes Fleth, ah | which is dreft very favourly with 
~~ Pepper and Gaslik and tinctured yellow with Tur- 
“) merick, to make it pleafant to the Eye, .as the 
ate to have their FoodJook 

» yellow: neither do aps want good Achars or Sav- 

ces to give it aRelith, - 

_ 'The City of Achin is the chief in all this Kingdom. 
It is feated on the Banks of a River, near the N. W. 


_ end of the Mand, and about rwo.Miles from. the 


_ Sea. This Town ‘confifts of | 7 or $000 Houfes, and. 
_ in it there are always a great. many »Merchanc- 
‘ a wiz. aight » Danes, Ps | 







‘: sows acct a Ditch about. 
” has “3 erent Number of ee generally 4 
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aaah ‘and covered with Pantile, but neither high 
- nor large. Every Morning a Man made a great 
= Noile from thence: but Iiaw.no Turrets or Sree- 
ples, for them to climb up into for that Purpofe, as 
they have generally in Zurky. The Queen has a 
Jarge Palace here, built handfomely with Stone: 
but I could not get into the Infide of it. ’Tis faid 
there are fome great Guns about it, four of which 
are of Brafs, and are faid to have been fent hither 

asa Prefent by our K. James the firft. 

The chief Trades at Achin are Carpenters, Black- 
fmiths, Goldimiths, Fifhermen, and Money-chan- 
gexs: but the Country-people live either on breed- 
ing Heads of Cattle, but moft for their own¥Ufe, 
or Fowls, efpecially they who live near the City, 
which they fend weekly thither to fell: others plant 
Roots, Fruits, c. and of late they ‘have fown pret- 
ty large Fields of Rice. This thrives here well 
enough; but they are fo proud, that itis againtt , 
their Stomach to work: neither do they "themielves 
much» trouble their Heads about it, but leave it to 
be managed by their Slaves: and they were the 
Slaves brought lately by the Englifa and Danes from 
the Coait of Coromandel, in the Time of a Famine 
there, I fpoke of before, who firft- brought. this 
Sort of Husbandry into fuch Requeft among the 4- 
chinefe.. Yet neither-does the Rice they have this way 
fupply one Quarter of their Occafions, but they havega 
it brought to them from their NeighbouringCountries. 

The Fifhermen are the richeft working People: 
I mean fuch of them as can purchafe a Net; for 
thereby they get great Profit ; and this Sort of Im- 
pleverse is managed alfo by their Sjaves.. In fair 

ather you fhall have eight or ten great Boats, 
each, with a Sain or haling Net: and when they fee 
a Shole ot Fifh,: they ftrive to encompafs them with 
thefe Nets, and all the Boats that are. near -affift 
each other to drag them afhore, Sometimes puna 

raw 
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Pipl Plies: Te 
draw afhore this way on 60, or 100 co hae Fh Fi ae 
big asa siagullys ak and as long: and 
joyce mightily, and fcamper about, mati pie 
Shout. The Pith is prefently fent to the Market in 
one of their Boats, the reft looking out again for 
more. Thofe who fifh wich Hook and Line,’ go 
out in {mall Proes, with about one or two Slaves im 
each Proe. Thefé alfo get good Fith of other Sorts; 
which they carry Home to their Matters. 

The Carpenters ufe-fuch Hatchets as they have at 
Mindanao. They build good Houfes after their Fa= 
fhion : and they are alfo ingenious enough in build- 
ing Proes, making very pretty ones, efpecially of 
that Sort which are Fiying-Proes ; which are’ built 
long, deep, marrow, and ftharp, with both Sides 
alike, and Outlagers on each Side, the Head and 
Stern like other Boats. They carry a great Sail; 
and when the’ Wind blows hard, they fend Man or 
two to fit at the Extnemity of the Windward Out- 
lager, to poife the Veffel. They build alfo fome 
Veffels of 10 or 20 Tuns Burthen, to trade from 
one Place tovanother: but I think their greateft In- 
genuity is in building their Flying-Proes; which 
_ are made very fmooth, kept neat and clean, and 
will fail very well: for which Reafon ~~ had that 
Nafne given them by the Englifa.. 

* There are but few Blackfmiths in this Town, 
neither are they very fkilfull at. their Trade. The 
Goldfmiths “are commonly Strangers, yet fome of 
the Acbinefe themselves know how to work Metals, 
tho’ not very well. “The Moneyachangers are here, 
as at! Tonquin, moft Women* Thefe fir in the Mar-' 
kets Monay. called, an prt oe with leaden 
Cah, which-isa e that is*gene- 
rally nae ir to {mall been al} thefe Countries: wnat 
Cafo here is nei of the fame" Mieral,; 
sab Value with that at Tonquin, for thatii 
and this is Lead, or Block- a fuchas will bend about 


132 Coins, Summs, and Weights of Achin. 
4n.4588-the Finger. They have but two. forts of Coin of 
WV™ their own; the leaft fort is this-Leaden Money 

call’d Cab, and *tis the fame with what they called 
Petties at Bantam. Of thefe, 1500 make a Mejs, 
which is their other fort of Coin, and is a {mall thin 
Piece of Gold, ftampt with Malayan Letters on 
each Side. It is in Value 15 Pence Englifh, 16 
Mefi, make-a Tale, which here is ‘20, Shillings Zng- 
lilh, 5 Tale make a Bancal, a Weight fo called, and 
20 Bancal make a Catty, another Weight. But the 
Gold Coin feldom holds Weight, for you fhall fome- 
times have 5 Tale and 8 Me/s over, go to make a 
Pecul, and tho’ 1500 Caf is the Value of a Mes, 
yet thefe rife and fall at the Difcretion ef the Mo- 
ney-changers : for fometimes you. fhall have 1000 
Cajb for a Mes: but they are kept ufually. between 
thefe two Numbers; feldom lefs than.1000, .and 
never more than 1500, But to proceed with thefe 
Weights, which they ufe either for Money or Goods, 
100 Caity make a Pecul, which is 132 Pound Englifb 
Weight. Three hundred Catty is a Babar, dah is 
396 Pound English Weight; but in fome Places, as 
at Bencoull, a Babar is near 500 Englifh Weight. 
Spanifh Pieces of Eight go here alfo, and they are 
valued according to the Plenty or Scarcity of them. 
Sometimes a Piece of Eight goes but-for 4 Meji, 
fometimes for 4 and a half, fometimes 5: Mefs. 
They coin but a-fmall Quantity of their Gold; 
fo much as may ferve for their ordinary Occafions 
in their Traffick one with another. But as the Mer- 
~chant, when he receives large Summs, always takes 
it by Weight, fo theyufually pay him unwroughbt 
»Gold,» and Quantity for: Quantity ; the Merchants 
chufe rather to receive this,» than the coined Gold ; 
_ and ‘before their leaving the Country will change 
their Mefes for uncoined Gold: perhaps becaufe of 
fome Deceits ufed by the Natives in their Coining. 


This 
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This Gold ‘they have from fome Mountain 40.1638) 


a pretty’way within Land from chix’, but within 
their Dothinions, and rather near to the Weft Coaft 
than the Sereights of Malacca. I take Golden Mount, 
which I fpoke of before, to lye at no great Diftance 
from thatiof the Mines; forthere is very high Land 
all thereaboyts?,~To go thither they fet out Eaft- 
ward, towards Paffange ‘fonca, and thence ftrike up 
into the Hearrof the Country. I made fome In- 
quiry concerning their getting Gold, and was told, 
that none but Mabometans were permitted to go to 
the Mines: That-it was both troublefome and dan- 
gerous to pafs the Mountains, before they came 
thither ; there being but one-way, and that over 
fuch fteep Mountains, that in fome Places they 
were forced to make ufe of Ropes, to climb up and 
down the Hills. That at the Foot of thefe Precipices 
there was a Guard of Soldiers, to fee that no uncir- 
cumcifed -Perfon fhould puriue that Defign, and 
alfo to receive Cuftom of thofe that paft either for- 
ward or backward. -That at the Mines it was fo 
fickly that not the half of thofe that went thither 
did ever return again; tho’ they went thither 
only to traffick withthe Miners, who live there,. be- 
ing -feafoned: that thefe who go thither from the 
City ftayed not ufually above 4 Months at the 
Mines, and were back again in about 6 Months from 
their going out: That {ome there made it their con- 
ftant.imployment to vifit the Miners once every 
Year: for after they are once feafoned, and have 
found the Profit of that Trade,- no Thoughts of 
Danger can deter them from it: for I was credibly 
told, “that theie made 2000 per cent. of whatever 
they carryed with them, to felhto the Miners: but 
they could not carry much by Reafon of the Badnefs 
of the ways. . The rich Men never go thitHerthem- 


felves, but fend their Slaves: and if 3 out of 6 re-. 
turn, they think they — avery profitable Jour- 
ney 
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TheGiadebitaelt bicker teem oud. 
ney fortheir Mafter, for thefe three are able to bring 
Home as much Gold as the Goods which all fix 
eatried ovt could purchafe, The Goods ‘that they 
carry thither are fgme Sort of Cloathing, and Li- 
quor. They carry their Goods from the City by 
Sea, part of the way: Then they land fomewhere 
about Paffange Fonca, and get Horfes to carry their 
Cargo to the Foot of the Mountains. There they 
draw it up with 8 Pa and if they have much Goods, 
one ftays there with them; while the reft march to 
the Mines with their Load andsreturn again for’ 
the reft. I had this Relation from Captain Yiler, 
who lived at Achin, and fpoke the Language‘of the 
Country very well. There was an Englifh Renegado 
that ufed that Trade, but was always at the/Mines 
when I was here. At his Return to Achim he-con- 
tantly frequented an Engilifh Punch-houfe, ‘fpend- 
ing his Gold very freely, as I was told by. the: Matter 
ot the Houfe. I was told alfo’by all that I difcour- 
fed with about the Gold, that here they dig. it-out 
of the Ground; and that fometimes they’ find pret- 
ty large Lumps. 

It is the Product of thefe Mines that draws fo 
many Merchants hither, for the Road is feldom 
without ro or 415 Sail of Ships ot feveral Nations, 
Thefe bring all fort of vendible Commodities, as 
Silks, Chints, Muzlins, Callicoes, Rice, sc. and 
as to this Jait, “pis would admire to fee what 
great Quantities of Rice are brought hither’by the 
Seplibe Dutch: Danes and Chinn when the ar- 
rives, the Commanders hire each a Houfe: to put 
their Goods in. The Silks, Muzlins, Callicoes, Opi- _ 
um, and fuch like rich Goods, they fell to the'Guzu- 
rats, who are the chief Men that keep Shops here; 
but the Rice, which is the Bulk of the Cargo, they 
ufually retail. I have heard a Merchant fay, he has 
received 60, 70, and 80/. a Day for Rice, when it 
thas been f{carce ;_ but when there are many -— 
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| The Guzurats, Brokers at Achin. — 135 
then 40-0r 50 Shillings worth ina Day is a good 4m. 1638. 
Sale: forthen a Me/s will buy 14 or £5 Fran 
it: whereas when Rice ig fearce, you will not have 
above 3 or 4 Bamboes fora Me/s; A Bamboe isa 
{mall feal’d Méafure, containing, to the beft of my 
Remembrance, mot much above half a Gallon. 
Thus it rifes and falls ag Ships come hither. Thofe 
who fell Rice keep one conftantly attending to 
meafure it out; and the very Grandees themfelves 
never keep a Stock before hand,. but depend on the 
Market, and buy juft when they have Occafion. 
They fend their Slaves tarawhat they want, and the 
poorer Sort, who have mota Slave of their own, 
will yet hire one to-carry a Me/s worth of Rice for 
them, though not one hundred Paces from their 
own Homes, {corning to do it themfelves, Befides 
one to meafure the Rice, the Merchants-hire a Man 
to take the Money; for here is {ome falfe Money, 
as Silver and Copper Me/s gilt over: Befides, here 
are fome true Me/; much worn, and_ therefore not 
worth near their Value in Fale. The Merchants may 
alfo have occafion to receive 10 or 20/, ata 
‘Time, for other Commodities; and this too befides 
thofe little Summs for Rice, he muft receive by his 
Broker, if he will not- be cheated ;. for ’tis work 
enough to examine every Piece: and im-receiving 
the Value of -1o 4. in Mei, they will ordinarily be 
fore’d to return half or more to be chang’d ;, for 
the Natives are for putting off bad Money, if pof- 
fibly. they. can. But if the Broker takes any bad 
‘Money,..’tis. to his own Lofs, Thefe Sort.of -Bro- 
kerare commonly Guzurats, and ’tis very neceflary 
for a Merchant that comes. hither, ciparealigsitte 
is a Stranger, to have one of them, ior fear-of»ta- 
_ The Engl Merchants are very welcome; here, 
and I havé- heard, chat they do not pay fo much 
Cuftom ren we Diteh Free-men 
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136 Chinefe Merchants, and China Camp. 

, 1688, may trade hither, but the Company’s Servants are 
dény’d that Privilege. But of ali the Merchants 
that trade to this City, ‘the Chine? are the moft re- 
markable. There are fome of them live here all 
the Year long ; but others only make annual Voy- 
ages hither from China, Thefe latter come hither 
fome time in June, about so-or 12 Sail, and bring 
Abundance of Rice, and fevera) other Commodi- 
ties. They take up Houfes all by one another, at 
the end of the Town, next the.Sea: and chat end 
of the City is call’d the China Camp, becaufe there 
‘they always quarter, and bring their Goods afhore 
thither to felly In this Fleet come feveral/Mecha- 
nicks, (v/z.) Carpenters, Joyners, Painters, &c. 

i ‘Thefe fet themfelves immediately to work, makin 
of Chefts, Drawers, Cabinets, and all forts of Chi- 
weje Toys: which are no fooner finith’d sin their 
Working-houfes, but they are prefently fet up in 
Shops and.at the Doors to fale. So that for two 
‘Months or ten Weeks this Place is likea Fair) full of 
Shops ftuft with all.fort of vendible Commodities, 
‘ and People reforting hither to buy: and as their 
Goods feil off, fo they contract themfelves’ into 
defs Compafs, and make ufe of fewer Houfes. \ But 
as their Bufinefs decreafes; their Gaming: aniong 
themfelves’ increafes 5 for a Chinefe, if he is not at 
work, hadas lieve be without Victuals as without Ga- 
ming ; and they are very dexterous at it. If before 
their Goods are all fold, they can light of Chapmen 
co-buy their Ships, they will gladly fell them alfo, at 
deaft fomeof them, if any Merchant wil] buy.; for 

a Chinefe is for felling every thing: and they“who 

are fo happy as to get Chapmen for their own:Ships, 

will return as Patlengers -with their, Neighbours, 
a leaving their Camp, as ’tis-call’d, poor and naked, 
like, other Parts of the Ciry, till the next’ Year. 
They commonly go away about the latter end-of 
September, andmever fail to return again at the Sea- 

+ fs fon: 






a 


Fhe Achineté Learning and Religion. 37 


7 


fon: andwhile they are here, they are fo much fol- 4m. 1688. 
lowed, that there is but little Bufinefs ftirring for the: nll 


Merchantsjof any other Nations ; all the Difcourfe 
then being of going down to the China Camp. E- 
ven ‘the uropeans go thither for their Diverfion : 
the Englifh, Dutch, and Danes, will go to drink 
their Hoc-ciu, at fome China Merchants Houfe who 
fells ity. for they have no tippling Houfes. The Eu- 
ropean Seamen-return thence into the City drunk e- 
nough, but the Chinefe-are very fober themfelves. 


The Achinefe feem not to be extraordinary good 
at Accounts, as the Banians or Guzurats are. They 
inftruét their Youth in the Knowledge of Letters, 
Malayan principally, and I fuppofe in fomewhat of 
Arabick, being all Mabometans. They are here, as 
at Mindanao, very fuperftitious in wafhing and 
cleanfing themfelves from Defilements: and for 
that Reafon they delight to live near the Rivers or 
Streams of Water. The River of Achin near the 
City is always full of People of both Sexes and-all 
Ages. Some come on Purpofe to wath themfelves, 
for the Pleafure ot being in the Water: which they 
fo'much delight in, that they can fcarce leave the 
River without going firft into it, if they have any 


Bufinefs brings them near. Even the Sick are brought ° 


to the River to wafh.. I know not whether it is 
accounted good to- wath in all Diftempers, -but I am 
certain. from my own Experience, it is good for 
thofe that have Flux, -efpecially Mornings and Even- 
ness for which Reafon you fhall then fee the Rivers 

eft, and more efpecially in the Morning. But 
the moft do it upon a Religious Account: for there; 
in confiftsthe chief Part of their Religion. > 
ae but few of them "me a ‘to their 

‘ofguess yet they are all. ftiff ia their Religion, 
and pps ac te » thar» gradppcione in 
making a Profelyre. I was told,.that. while I was 
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s Chinele Renegado. _Punifhments.. 
Tonquin, « Chine inhabiting here turn’d from his 
i/m to ooo rit being a 
€ was thereupon carry’d in great)State through the 
City on.an Elephant, with, one crying before him, 
rat he was turn’d Believer. This Man..was. call’d 
the Captain of the China Camp; for, as Lwas_in- 
ik he was placed there by, his Country-men 
as the chief Factor or Agent, to negotiate their Af- 
fairs with the.People of the.Country. Whether he 
had dealt fally, or was only envied by others, J 
know not: but his Country-men had fo entangled 
him in Law, that he had been ruin’d, if he had:not 


_ made ufe. of this way to difingage himfelf ;,and then 


his Religion. protected him, and they could not 
meddle with = On what Score the.two Engii/o 
Runagadoes turn’d here, J know not. P 

The Laws of this Country are very ftrict, and 


' Offenders are punifhed with great Severity... Neither 


are there any Delays of Juitice here ;. for as foon 
as the Offender is taken, he is immediately brought 
before the Magiftrate, who prefently hears the Mat- 
ter, and according as he finds it, fo-he either.ac- 
quits, or orders Punifhment to be inflicted on the 
Party immediately. Small Offenders are only 
whipt on the.Back, which fort of Punifhment they 
call. Chanbuck. A Thief for his firft Offence; has 
his right Hand chopt off at the Wrift: for the fe- 
cond Offence off goes the other ; and fometimes. in- 
ftead of one of their Hands, one or both their.beet 
are cut off ; and fometimes (tho’ very rarely) both 
Hands and Feet. If after. the Lofs.of one.or beth 


Hands or Feet,. they itill prove incorrigible, for 


ey are many.of them fuch UES," fo 

ch, thatchey will Weal wih thet Tees, ve 
are banifh’d to Pulo Way, during their. Lives: .and 
af they, get thence to the, City,..as. fometimes they 
oe -are commonly fent back again s° tho’ fome- 
icy, get a Licenie to fay... eee nero 
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On’ Paulo Way there are none but this fort of An, 1688. 
Cattle: and the? they all of them want one or both ‘ 
hands, yet they fo order Matters, thac they can 
row very well, and do many things to admiration, 
whereby they are able to get a livelihood: for if 
they Have no hands, they will get fomebody or o- 
ther to faften Ropes or Withes about their Oars, 
fo as to leave’ Loops: wherein they may put the 
ftumps of their Arms; and therewith they will 
pull’ an Oar luftily.- They that have one hand can = 
do well enough: and of thefe you thall fee a great : 
many even in'the’City. ‘This fort of punifhment 
is inflicted for ‘greater Robberies ; but for fmall pil- 
fering ‘the firft time Thieves are only whipt; but _ 
after this a Petty Larceny is looked on asa’ great 
crime.” Neither is this fort of punifhment peculiar 
to the Achinefe Government, but probably, ufed by 
the other Princes of this Mand, and on the Ifland 
¥ava alfo; efpeciaily at Bantam. They formerly, 
when the King of Bantam was in- his profperity, 
_ depriv’d Men of the right hand for Theft, and ma 
ftill' for ought I know. I knew a Duich-man fo 
ferv’d: -he was a Seaman belonging to one of the 
King of Bantam’s Ships. Being thus punifhed, he 
was difmift from*his fervice, and when I was this 
time at Achin he lived there. Here at Achin, when 
a member is thus cut off, they have a broad piece 
of Leather or Bladder ready to clap on the Wound. 
This is prefently applyed, and bound on fo faft, 
that the Blood eannot iffue forth. By this means 
the great Flux of Blood is ftop’d, which would elfe 
enfue; and I never heard of any one who died of 
it. How long’ this Léather“is kept on the Wound 
I know nog: but it is fo long, till the Blood is 
perfectly ftanchéed; and when it is taken off, the = -—-u 
clods of Blood which ee the Wound by 
the” Leather, "peel all off “with it,” leaving’ the : 
Wound clean, - Then, I judge; they-ufe cleanfing 
. or 
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Empaling: Execution by fighting. 

or healing Plaifters,,as they fee convenient, and cure 

te ‘Wound with a great deal of cafe. | 

never heard. of any that fuffer’d Death: for ' 
t. Criminals, who deferve Death, are executed 
divers ways, according to the Nature of the Offence, 
or the Quality of the Offender. One way is‘by Im- 
paling on a tharp Stake, which paffeth up right 
from the Fundament through the Bowels, and comes 
out atthe Neck. The Stake is about the Bignefs of 
a Man’s Thigh, placed upright, one End in the 
Ground very. erie the upper fharp End is about 
r2-or 14 Foot, h Tie one. Man fpitted in 
this manner, ty he ‘he remain’d two or three 
Days: but J could mot learn bis Offence. 

/Noblemen have a more honourable Death 5 they 
are allowed xo fight for their Lives ; but the Num- 
bers of thofe with whom they are to engage, {oon 

ut. a Period to theCombat, by the Death of the 
Malefaétor. The manner of itis thus ; the Perfon 
condemned is brought bound to'the Place of Exe- 
eution. This, is a large plain Field, fpacious 
enouga to contain Thoulands of People.. Thither — 
the Achinefe, armed as they ufually go, with their 
Oreffet,, but,then more efpecially, refort in Troops, 
as well to be Spectators, as Actors in the’ Tragedy. 
iBhefe make avery large Ring, and in the midft 
of the Multitude the Criminal is placed, and by 
him. fuch.Arms as are allowed on {uch Occafions: 
which are,| aSword, a Creflet, and a dance. 
‘When the Time is come to act, he is unbound, and 
aa his Liberty to cake up his-fighting: Weapons, 
ators, being, all ready,* with cach Man his 
tal in his, Hand, ftand fill m their Places, -till 
pot Malefastor. advances. He commonly fets out 
Shriek, ,and daringly faces the Multitude: 
but) as sig, foon -brought tothe Ground, firft by 
ances thrown at.bim, and afterwards by. their 
Soa sal -Creffets... One was thus executed while 


was 





The General Slavery at Achin: ys 
I was there: I had not the fortune to» hear of it'till 4 
it was ended: but had this relationthe fame even- ; 
ing it was done, from Mr. Dennis Drifcal, who was 4 
then one of the Spectators. wt ts ae, i 
This Country is governed by a Queen, under 
whom theré are 12 Oronkeys, or great Lords. Thefe 
act in their feveral Precincts with great Power and 
Authority. Under thefe there are other inferiour 
Officers, to keep the Peace im the feveral Es of 
the Queens. Dominions. The preferit Shabander of 
Achin is one of the Oroxkeys. He isa Man of great- 
er knowledge than any of the reft, and fuppofed to 
be very rich. Ihave heard Tay, “he had not lefs 
than 1000 Slaves, fome of whom were toppi 
Merchants, and had many Slaves: onder them. 
And even thefe, tho’ they are Slaves to: Slavés, ‘yet 
have their Slaves alfo; neither can a ftranger eafily 
know who. is aSlave and who not among them ? 
for they are all; in a manner, Slaves to one ano- 
ther: and all in» general to the Queen and Oron- 
keys; for their Governmentis very Arbitrary. Yet 
there’ is nothing of rigour ufed by the Mafter to 
his Slave, except it be the very meaneft, fuch as do 
all forts of fervile Work: but thofe who can turn 
their hands to any: thing befides Drudgery, live 
well enough by their induftry. “Nay, they are, 
encouraged by their Mafters, w en lend them 
Money to begin fome- trade’ bufinefs withal: 
Whereby the Servant lives eafie, and with great 
content follows what. his Inclination or Capacity 
fits him for; and the -Mafter. alfo, who has'a fhare 
in, the gains, reaps the more profit, yet without trou-, 
ble. “When one of thefe Slaves. dies, his Mafter is 
Heir to what he leaves ; and-his Children, if he 
has any, become his Slaves-alfo: unlefstheFather 9 << 
out of his own clear gains has in his dife*time had 
wherewithal to purchafe their. Freedom. ‘The 
Markets are‘kept™ by thefe meee ‘ 
tra 


g. 1688 trade with any other. The Money-changers alfo 
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are Slaves, andin general all the Women that you 
fee'in the ftreets; not one of them being free. So 
are the Fifher-men, and others who fetch Fire- 
wood in Canoas from Pulo Gomez, for thence thofe 
of this City fetch moft of their Wood, tho’ there 
is fearce any thing to: be feen but Woods about the 
City. . Yet tho’ all chefe are Slaves, they have ha- 
bitations or houfes to themfelves in feveral parts of 
the City, far from their Mafters Houfes, as if they 
were free People. But toreturn to the Shabander 1 
was fpeaking of, all Merchant Strangers, at their 
firt arrival, make their Entries with him, which 
isalways done witha good Prefent: and from him 
they take all their difpatches when they depart; 
and al} Matters of Importance «in General between 
Merchants are determined by him. It feems to 
have been by his Converfion and Acquaintance - with 
Strangers, that he became fo knowing, beyond’ the 
reft of the Great-men: and he is alfo faid to be 
himfelfia great Merchant. 

The Queen of Achin, as *tisfaid, is always an old 
Maid, chofen out of the Royal Family. What 
Ceremonies are ufed at the chufing her I know 
not: Nor who are the Electots; but I fuppofe 
they are the Oronkeys. Afver the is chofen, the is 
in a manner confined to her Palace; for by report 
fhe feldom goes abroad, neither is fhe feen by any 
People of inferiour rank and quality; but only by 
fome of her Domefticks: except that once'a Year 
the is dreft al] in white, and placed on an Elephant, 


,and: fo rides to the River in ftate to wath her felf: 


but whether any of the meaner fort of People may 
fee her in that Progrefs I know not: for it is the 
cuftom-of moft Eaftern Princes to fkreen them- 
felves from the fight of their Subjects: Or if they 
fometimes go abroad for their pleafure, yet'the 
People are then ordered either to turn their backs 
Btu to- 


Ekeétion of a new Queen, 
towards them while they pafs by, as at. 
Bantam, orto corer oa before their Eyes, 
asat Siam. At Mindanao, they — look on their 
Prince: buefrom the higheft to the loweft they ap- 
proach him with the greareft refpect and. venerati-- 
on, creeping very low, and oft-times on their Knées, » 
with their Eyes fixt on him: and when they with- 
draw, they return in the fame manner, creeping 
backwards, and ftill keeping their Eyes on him, 
till they are out of his fight. 


But to return to the Queen of chin, I think 
Mr. Hackiuit or Purchas, makes mention of a King 
here in our King ames I. time. But at leaft of Ja= 
ter Years there has always been a Queen only, and 
the Engli/h who refide there, have been of the 
Opinion that thefe People have been governed by a 
Queen ab Origine; and from the antiquity of the 
prefent Conftitution, have formed Notions, that the 
Queen of Sheba who came to Solomon was the 
“exe of this Country: and the Author of an 
old:Map of the World, which I have feen, was, it 
feems of this Opinion, when writing the old Hebrew 
names of Nations, up and down the feveral: Parts 
anciently known of Europe, Afia, and Africa, he 
puts no ether name in. the Ile of Sumatra, but that 
of Sheba. But be that asiitwill, *tis ar prefent part’ 
of it under a Queen, tho” fhe has little Power or. 
Authority ; for tho’ there is feemingly abundance of 
refpect.and reverence fhewn Her, yet fhe has little’ 
more than the Title of weer all the Govern- 


ment wholly inthe hands of the Oronkeys. 
While I was on my Voyage to Tonquin, the old 

( died, and there was another Queen’ chofen 

in her. » but allthe Ororkeys were not far that 


Election ; many of them were for chufing’a King. 
Four of the Oronkeyswno lived- more: anes 
the Court, took-up Arms to oppofethe —— 
' an 
s 








while after. This: Army was on the Eaftsfide of 


the River, and had all the Country on that fide,’ 
‘and fo much of the City alfo, as is on that fide the © 


River, under their Power: But the Queen’s Palace 
and the main part of the City, which ftands on the 
Wreft-fide, held out ftoutly. The River is. wider, 
fhallower, and more fandy at the City, than any 


WAFER OF che Orchioy, and brought sor bode 
inft the City : and thus ftood the State of | 
Affairs, even when we arrived here, anda good. 
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where elfe near it: yet not fordable at low Water. » 
Therefore for the better communication from: one © 


fide to the other, there are Ferry-boats to cafry 


Paffengers to and fro. In other places the Banks 
are -fteep, the River more rapid, and in moft places 
very muddy : fo that this place, juftat the City it 
felf, is the moft convenient to tranfport Men or 
Goods from one fide to the other. ' 

Tt was not far from’ this place the Army lay, as 
if they defigned’to force their paflage here. » The 
Queens party, to oppofe them, kept a {mall Guard 


of Soldiers juft at the Landing-place. The Sda-- 


bander of Achinhad a Tent fet up there, he being 
the-chief manager of her Affairs: and for the more 
fecurity, he had 2 or 3 fmall brafs Guns of a Minion 
Bore planted by his Tenteall the day, with their 
Muzzels againft the River. In the Evening there 
were 2 or 3 great Trees drawn by an Elephant, .and 
placed by the fide of the River, for a Barricado 
againft the Enemy: and then the Brafs Guns were 
drawn from the Shabander’s Tent, which ftood not 
far from it, and planted juft behind the Trees, on 
the rifing Bank : So thar they looked over the Trees; 
and they might fire over, or into the River, if the 
Enemy approached. When ‘the *Barricado was 
thus made and the Guns: planted, the Ferry-boats 
ye ed more from fide to fide, till che next 

‘ni Then you thould hear the Soldiers. - 
& 
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The State of the War at Achin. 
ing to each other, not in menacing Language, but 
as thofe who. defired Peace and Quietnefs, asking 
why they would not agree, why they could not 
be of one Mind, and why they fhould defire £0 kill 
one another. This was the Tone all Night long ; 
in the Morning as foon as. Sun was rifen, the Guns 
were drawn again to the Shabander’s Tent, and the 
Trees were drawn afide, to open the Paflage from 
one Side to the other: and every Man then went 
freely about his Bufinefs, as if all had been as quiet 
. as ever, only the Shabander and his Guard ftaid ftill 

in their Stations: So that there was not any Sign 
of Wars, but in the Night only, when all ftood to 
their Arms : and then the Towns-people feemed to 
be in fear, and fometimes we fhould have a Rumour, 
that the Enemy would certainly make an Attempt 
to come over. 

While thefe Stirs lafted, the Shabander fent to 
all the Foreigners, and defired them to keep in 
their own Houfes in the Night, and toldthem, that 
whatever might happen in the City by their own 
civil Broils, yet no harm fhould come to them. 
Yet fome of the Portugue/e, fearing the worft, would 
every Night put their richeft Goods into a Boat, 

- ready to take their Flight on the firft Alarm, There 
were at this Time not above 2 or 3, Exglifh Families 
in the Town, and 2 Enxglifh Ships, and one Dutch 
Ship, befides 2 or 3 Adoors Ships of the Moguls Sub- 
jects, in the Road. One of the Englifh Ships was 
called the Nellegree; the Name taken from Nelle. 
gree Hills in Bengal, as |have heard. She came from 
the Bay of Bengal, laden with Rice, Cotton, &e, 
the other was the Dorothy of London, Captain Thwait 
Commander, who came from #urt St George, and was 
bound to Bencouii with Soldiers, but touched here, 
as well to fell fome Goods, as to bring a Prefent to 
the Queen from our Laf-Jndia Company. tain 
Thwait, according to cuftom went’ with his Prefent 
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Dancing Women. Bengal Butter. 


.to the Queen, which fhe accepted ; and complemen- 
ted him with the ufual Civilities of the Country ; 
for to honour him he was fet upon an Elephant of 
the ree to ride to his Lodgings, ‘dreft in a Ma- 

abit, which fhe gave him ; and fhe fent alfo 
two Dancing Girls to thew him fome Paftime there: 
and I faw them.at his Lodgings that Evening, dan- 
cing the greateft Part of the Night much after the 
fame Manner of the Dancing-women of Mindanao, 
rather writhing their Hands and Bodies with feve- 
ral Antick Geftures, than moving much out of the 
Place they were in. He had at this Time about 
twenty great Jars of Bengal Butter, made of Buffa- 
Joes Milk ; and this Butter is faid alfo to have Lard 
or Hog’s Fat mixt with it, and rank enough in thefe 
hot Countries, tho’ much efteemed by all the Achi- 
nefe, who give a good Price for it; and our Exglifh 
alfo ufe it. Each of the Jars this came in contained 
20 or 30 Gallons; and they were fet in Mr. Drijcal’s 
Yard at Achin: What other Goods the Captain 
brought I know not. 

But not long after this he being informed that 
the Mocrs Merchants refiding here had carried off a 
great Treafure aboard their Ships, in Order to return 
with it to Surrat, and our Company having now 
Wars with the great Mogul, Captain Thwait in the 
Evening drew off all his Seamen, and feized on one 
of the Moors Ships, where he thought the Treafure 
was. The biggeft he let alone: She was a Ship 
that one Captain Conant took in the Road fome- 
time before, and having plundered her, he gave her 
to the Queen, of whom the Moors bought her again. 
The Moors Merchants had fpeedy Notice of this 
Action of Captain Thwait, and they prefently made 
their Application to the Queen for Satisfaction. But 
her Affairs at this Time being in fuch a Pofture as 
I mentioned, by Reafon of their inteftine Broils, 
the faid the could do nothing for them. ’ 
a Ic 
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It was rt or 12 a Clock the next Day, before we Ami 1688) 
who lived afhore heard of Captain Thwaits Proceed- “V™ 


ings: but fecing the Moors flock to Court, and not 
knowing what Anfwer they had from the Queen, 
we potted off to the Ships for fear of being impri- 
fened, as fome Englifo Men had been while I was at 
Tonquin, on the like Score. Indeed I hagl at this 
Time great Caufe to be afraid of a Prifon, being 
fick of a Flux, fo that a Prifon would have gone 
near to have killed me: yet I think it fared not much 
better with me, for the Ships I fled to afforded me 
but little Comfort. For I knew no Man aboard the 
Dorothy, and could expe& no Comfortthere. So I 
and the reft went aboard the Nellegree, where we 
could more reafonably expect Relief, than in a Shi 
that came from England: For thefe which come 73 
, long ‘a Voyage, are juft. victualled for the Service, 
and the Seatnen have every one their ftinted Allow- 
ance, out of which they have little enough to {pare 
to Strangers. 
But tho’ there were Victuals enough aboard the 
Nellegree, yet fo weak as I then was, I had more 
Mind to reft my felf than to eat: and the Ship ‘was 
fo peftered with Goods, that I could not find a 
Place to hang up my Hammock in. Therefore it 
being fair Weather, 1 made a Shift to lye in the 
Boat that I came aboard in. My Flux was violent, 
‘and I flept but little; fol had the Opportunity of 
obferving the Moon totally Eclipfed, had I been in 
a Condition to obferve any Thing. As foon as I per- 
ceived the Moon to be eclipfed, I gazed ar it indeed, 
as I Jay, till ic was totally obfcured, which was a 
pretty while : but I was fo little curious, that I re- 
membred nog fo much as what Day of the Month it 
was ; and I kepr no Journal of this Voyage, asI 
did of my orher, but only kepran Account of feve- 
ral particular Remarks and Obfervations as they oc- 
curred to me, I lay three or four Days thus in this 
L2 Boat, 
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Wafing for Fluxes. Tire. 


ee and the People of the Ship were fo kind as to 


provide me with Neceffaries: and by this Time the 
Moors had got a Pafs from the Dutch Captain then 
in the Road, for 4 or 500 Dollars, as I was then 


‘told, and Captain Twait delivered them their Ship 


again, but what Terms he made with them, I knqw 
not. Thus that Fray was over, and we came afhore 
again, recovered of the Fright we had been in. In 
a fhort Time alfo after this, the Achine/e all agreed 
to own the new Queen, and fo the War ended with- 
out any Bloodfhed. 

I was perfwaded to wafh in the River, Mornings 
and Evenings, for the Recovery of my Health: and 
tho’ it feemed ftrange to me before I tried it, yer 
I found fo much Comfort in the firft Trial, thar I 
conftantly applied my felf to ir. I went into the Ri- 
Ver till che Water was as high as my Watte, and then 
T ftooped down and found the Water fo cool and 
refrefhing to my Body, that I was always !cth to 


go out again. Then I was fenfible that my Bowels 


were very hot, for I felt a great Heat within me, 
which I found refrefht by the coo] Water. My Food 
was Salt-fifh broyled, and boiled Rice mixt with 
Tire. Tire is fold about the Streets there: ’tis thick 
fower Milk. Je is very cooling, and the Salt-ftth 
and Rice is binding: therefore this is, thought there 
the proper Food for the common People, when 
they have Fluxes. But che richer Sort will have Sa- 
go, whichis brought to Achin from other Countries, 
and Milk of Almonds, 

But to return to the State of Achin: before I go 
off from itl thal] add this fhort Account of the Sea- 
fons of Year there, that their Weather is much the 
fame as in other Countries North of the Line, and 
their dry Seafons, Rains, and Land-floods come 
much at thefame Time, as at Tonguinand other Places 
of North Latitude. Only as Achin lies within a few 
Degrees of the Line, fo upon the Sun’s crofling the 
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Rains and Floods at Achin: 

Line in March, the Rains begin a little fooner there. 
‘than in Countries nearer the» Tropick of Cancer : 
and when they are once fet in, they are as violent 
there as any where. I have feen it rain there for 
2 or 3 Days without Intermiffion; and the River 
running but a fhort Courfe, its Head not lying very 
far within Land, it foon overflows , and a great part 
of the Street of the City, fhall on a fudden be all 
under Water; at which Time People-row up and 
down the Streets in Canoas. That Side of the City 
towards the River eipecially, . where the Foreign 
Merchants live, and which 1s lower Ground, is fre- 
quently under Water in the wet Seafon : a Ship’s 
Long-boat has come up to the very Gate of our Eng- 
lifh Factory laden with Goods ; which at other Times 
is Ground dry enough, at a good Diftance from the 
River, and moderately raifed above it... I did not 
find the Heat there any Thing different from other 
Places in that Latitude; tho’ I was there both in the 
wet and dry Seafon. ’Tis more fupportable than 
at Tonquin; and they have conftantly the Refreth- 
ment of Sea and Land-Breezes every 24 Hours. 


L 3 CHAP. 









150. | The Author goes aboard again. 
t. 1688. 
™ Wrenn es creer ete mS 


CHAP. VII 


The Author prepares to go for Pegu. Among 
others a Ship arrives here from Merga in 
Siam, Of the Maffacre of the Englith there. 
His intended Cargo for Pegu. The arrival 
of other Englith Men from the City of Siam. 
The Author fets out for Malacca inftead of 
Pegu. They are becalmed, and foon after in 
great “Danger of running aground. The 
Coaft of Sumatra from Diamond Point to the 

a ’ River Dilly. They water there and at Pulo 

& Verero; where they meet a Ship of Danes 

and Moors from Trangambar. Pulo Arii, - 

and Pulo Parfelore, a ufeful Sea-mark to a- 

void Sholes near Malacca Shore. The Au- 

thor arrives at Malacca Town. The Town 
and its Forts deferibed: the Conqueft of it 
by the Dutch, from the Portuguefe. Chinefe 
and other Merchants refiding here. The Sale 
of Flefh and Fifh; the Fruits and Animals. © 

The Shabander, State of the Trade, and 

Guard-Ships. Opium, @ good Commodity 

among the Malayans. Rattan Cables. They 

prepare for their return back to Achin. 


S foon as Iwas pretty well recovered, I was 

. fhipt Mate of the Sloop that came from Ma- 

laccea with us, which Mr, Wells had fold to Captain 

Tyler, who lately came from Siam: and I was fent 

aboard to take Poffeffion of her, about the Begin- 

ning of May, 1689. He who was defigned to = 
man 


